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GLUTTON  RUEAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OR  THE  MIDICAL  ORNICER  OF  HEALTH. 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949^- 


Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1949* 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population:-  17,220. 

Area  in  Acres:-  42,645* 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books:-  5,012 

Rateable  Value  and  Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate:-  £69,637 

and  £276.15.  Od. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  There  are  no 
new  industries. 

Coal  Mining,  Agriculture,  Stone  Quarrying  and  Printing 
obsorb  the  bulk  of  the  available  labour  force.  In  addition 
a fairly  substantial  number  of  residents  seek  work  outside  the 
area  in  Bristol  and  Bath.  In  my  opinion  this  is  regrettable 
in  that  a certain  amount  of  skilled  labour  is  no  longer  available 
for  work  within  our  own  District. 


There  is  very  little  unemployment  and  labour  both  male 
end  female  is  difficult  to  obtain. 

In  my  report  for  1948  I etrt.-d  t.:,:,at  hou'ring  coAciitione  iu'A 
c'e.-  ''li^hly  a^levi'-t  ,c  by  t.e'-  erection  of  nc..  housee  but  tb';t 
t^.'-  fringe  of  Ce.i;  nd  hro.  ccarcely  b'r'n  touched.  Although 
ws  have  completed  and  allocated  even  more  new  houses  during 
the  past  year  there  is  still  a large  unsatisfied  demand,  and 
7/e  have  still  many  cases  of  young  couples  with  young  children 
still  compelled  to  live  with  parents  or  relations.  These 
children,  often  the  result  of  war  time  marriages,  are  now 
grov/ing  bigger  and  need  more  roomj  the  parents  have  never  yet 
had  a home  of  their  evm  and  it  is  high  time  they  had  one.  Some 
parishes  have,  not  yet  had  any  new  houses  erected  since  pre- 
war years  and  in  all  the  parishes  throughout  the  district  there 
is  cld  dilapidated  house  property  which  should  be  condemned 
and  demolished. 

In  addition  much  property  is  in  need  of  extensive  repairs 
which  '':^re  difficult  to  carry  out  v/hilst  occupied,  and  the 
present  high  cost  of  repair  v/ork  makes  it  well  nigh  impossible 
for  small  property  ov/ners  to  maintain  their  houses  in  good 
condition.  In  my  opinion  it  will  be  many  years  before  this 
Cc'oncil  -will  have  been  able  to  satisfy  all  the  demands  made 
upon  it  for  new  houses. 

Very  substantial  additional  supplies  of  water  are 
urgently  needed  although  there  is  some  hope  that  in  the 
comparatively  near  future  this  need  will  be  met  by  supplies 
frem  nev/  ventures  about  to  start  in  our  area. 

The  provision  of  a comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  is  still 
an  urgent  necessity  which  is  being  aggrevated  each  year  by 
the  addition  of  more  and  more  houses  to  the  existing  archaic 

1. 


conditions . 


I p,m  pleased  to  report  that  once  again  the  health  of  the 
District  has  been  exceptionally  good  and  there”has  been  no 
serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  year  1949  has  seen  the  first  complete  year  of  the 
working  of  the  National  Health  Act  and  it  is  possible  to 
review  the  situation  to  date.  I v^ould  emphasize  that  my 
remarks  are  only  my  personal  opinion  and  may  not  accord 
with  the  experiences  or  views  of  others. 

Broadly  speaking  I think  the  Act  has  done  what  it  set 
out  to  do  in  that  it  has  made  available  to  all  and  sundry 
a Medical  Service,  free  of  cost,  except  for  the  weekly  stamp, 
incorporating  all  branches  of  Medical  and  Surgical  skill  from 
the  Family  Doctor  through  the  Specialists  to  the  Hospitals 
and  other  Institutions.  No  longer  need  any  person  lack 
advice  or  treatment  through  inability  to  pay  for  It  and  the 
service  available  is  as  good  or  better  in  every  branch  as  it 
was  in  the  pre  Act  days. 

Of  course  these  amenities  arc  not  lightly  bought,  for 
the  amount  of  the  weekly  contribution  is  a considerable  drain 
on  the  purse . . 

Also  ^thcrc-are,  and  will  continue  for  some  time  to  bo, 
faults  and  difficulties  which  appear  to  have  been  aggravated 
by  the  Act;  I refer  particularly  to  the  congestion  in  Doctors 
Surgeries  and  in  the  Hospital  Departments  both  In  and  Out 
Patients,  also  the  prolonged  delay  in  accommodating  cases  in 
Institutions.  All  this  is  due  to  the  sudden  rush  of  increased 
numbers  upon  an  organisation  not' big  enough  in  personnel  or 
accommodation  but  there  are  already  signs  of  an  attempt  to 
Qlleviate  some  of  these  troubles.  The  Hospitals  have  appointed 
additional  Medical  staff  to  help  cope  with  the  rush  of  Out 
Patients . 

The  greatest  shortages  are  in  Hospital  Beds  and  Nursing 

Staff. 

There  is  also  in  this  area  a distressing,  shortage  of 
ecconmiodat ion  for  the  aged  sick.  In  my  personal  experience  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  get  immediate  accoiimodation  for  such 
cases.  The  available  Infirmaries  at  Keynsham,  Wells,  Shepton 
Mallet  and  Axbridge  arc  always  full  when  I waant  a bed  for  one 
of  my  patients  and  also  our  own  Cambrook  House  no  longer  is 
allowed  to  take  in  cases.  Such  is  Planning  ’•  I ! 

I v/ould  particularly  congratulate  the  iimbulancc  Service 
and  the  Home  Help  Service  for  the  magnificent  work  they  have 
done  in  the  P'-^.ct  year.  A telephone  call  to  Eadstock  3252  will 
bring  you  an  ambulance  instantly  •'^.nd  without  any  string  of 
queries  or  doubts  as  to  when  the  job  can  be  done,  whilst  you 
v/ill  not  have  to  appeal  in  vain  to  our  good  friend  Miss  Davies 
to  find -you  at  short  notice  a pleasant,  willing,  and  efficient 
"Home  Help".  . 

All  in  all  I think  the  Act  is  succeeding  in  what  it  was 
meant  to  do  and  has  already  brought  gre-'^.t  benefit  to  the  public 
as  a y/hole  ’with  promise  of  even  greater  benefits  in  the  future. 

But  can  this  country  stand  the  cost?? 

V/ater  supplies  have  been  a source  of  anxiety  during  the 
s'ummer  of  this  yC'"  r and  at  times  there  have  been  local  shortages 
7/hich  Mr.  Sh^w  has  been  able  to  overcome  by  skillful  manipulation 
of  VpIycs  and  Boo3t'':r  Piuraps.  Tv;o  extensions  of  Mains  at 
Timsbury  and  Paulton  helped  considerably  to  increase  supplies 
during  the  ''xtr^me  drought  period,  but  we  are  in  a dangerous 
position  if  a severe  drought  should  occur  baforc  we  can  obtain 


largG  additional  bulk  supplies.  Mercifully  these  are  now  within 
view  in  the  form  of  2- 

i*.  The-  proposed  new  Chew  Stoke  Reservoir  due  to  start  this  year. 

B.  h proposed  new  Main  from  Chew  Magna  from  the  Chew  Stoke 

Reservoir  to  supply'  Bath  Corporation.  This  main  will  pass 
through  a large  part  of  this  District  including  the  Clutton 
Hill  area  and  from  it  we  hope  to  obtain  a large  daily ^supply 
to  supplement  what  we  already  possess.  From  such  a high 
point  there  should  be  ample  pressure  to  carry  water  to  the 
highest  points  of  the  Clutton  'R.D.C.  area’. 

Both  of  these  schemes  are  being  put  into  operation  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  and  it  is  hoped  work  will  be  started  on 
them  early  in  1-9 50 « 

SFWFIhiGF  iHTD  SFvYi.G-F  DISPOSAL. 

In  the  present  financial  difficulties  of  this  Country  it  is 

my  opinion  that  the  completion  of  a comprehensive  sewerage scheme 

for  the  whole  district-'i-s  unlikely  for  a number  of  years.  In 
the  meanwhile  I am  not  happy  about  the  adequacy  of  our  present 
arrangements  for  sewage  disposal.  Year  by  year  we  add  to  the 
n'umbers  of  our  Council  Houses  and  in  addition  some  new  houses 
are  built  by  private  enterprise.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
sewage  disposal  is  by  means  of  Cesspits  or  small  Disposal  Plants. 

In  the  case  of  Council  Houses  these  are  looked  after  by  local 
persons  appointed  by  the  Council  for  small  annual  payments.  So 
small  in  fact  that  I am  surprised  that  anybody  will  take  on  the 
job  at  all.  These  plants  are  frequently  the  source  of  complaints 
as  to  offensive  smell,  overflowing  and  even  discharging  on  to 
public  roads  etc. 

The  only  method  at  present  available  for  the  emptying  of 
these  pits  is  by  motor  tank  pump  which  is  hired  from  a private 
firm.  In  the  past  it  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  the 
services  of  this  puap  when  needed  or  for  any  prolonged  period 
of  time. 

The  result  has  been  that  only  those  cases  actually  causing 
a nuisance  have  been  dealt  with  before  the  Pump  is  called  off 
elsewhere.  It  is  not  possible  to  maintain  a regular  and  systematic 
emptying  of  the  whole  lot  at  stated  intervals  which  is  what  should 
be  done. 

I 7/ou1g  earnestly  beg  the  Council  to  reconsider  a 
suggeseicn  v/hich  has  been  raised  on  previous  occasions  namely 
tha.t  the  time  has  come  v/hen  the  authority  should  employ  its 
C’.vn  squad  of  sanitary  men  equipped  with  their  own  Motor  Pump 
Tanker.  It  would  be  their  duty  to  take  over  and  supervise  and 
maintain  and  empty  all  sewage  disposal  v/orks  throughout  the 
area . 

Pert  of  the  cost  would  be  saved  by  the  cancellation  of  all 
the  small  emol’uments  to  local  supG]r;"isors  and  the  payments  made 
fer  the  hire  of  the  present  privately  ovrned  Tanker. 

In  addition  reasonable  charges  could  be  made  to  private 
evrners  for  the  emptying  on  demand  of  their  cesspits. 

CIRCYL.-?.  2/50  MIITISTRY  OF  HFLLTH  25th  JhlTUhRP,  1950« 

The  Minister  has  asked  that  this  report  should  include  a 
review  of  the  working  of  the  arrangements  made  by  County  Councils 
fer  the  care  ef:- 

Zxpectant  and  Pursing  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Domiciliary  Midv/if ery  Service. 

Health  Visitcry  Service. 

Home  Homsing  Service.  ^ 


Vaccination  and  Immunization. 

^imbalance  Service. 

Arrangements  for  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  aftercare. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

All  are  in  operation  and  available  in  this  District  and  are 
working  smoothly  and  well.  I have  already  commented  on  iimbulance 
and  Domestic  Help.  All  the  others  are  available  as  in  former 
years.  The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  conducted  by  the 
District  Nurses  assisted  if  needed  by  the  General  Practitioners. 
As  usual  their  work  is  of  high  standard  and  their  devotion  to 
their  patients  untiring.  I have  the  greatest  admiration  for  them 
and  we  should  all  be  glad  they  arc  with  us. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization  are  carried  out  by  the  Family 
Doctor  under  contract  with  the  County  Coimcil.  There  is  too 
little  vaccination  being  done  but  immunization  against  Diphtheria 
is  maintained  at  a high  level. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANT  ACT,  1948,  SFCTION  47  REMOVAL  OF  PFBSONS  IN 

NFFD  OF  CARL  AND  ATTINTION  TO  SUITABLF  PRFMISFS. 


No  action  was  taken  by  this  Council  but  one  case  was 
Investigated  by  myself  on  two  occasions  and  discussed  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  subsequently  with  the  above  result.  One 
other  case  in  my  ov/n  knowledge  resolved  itself  without  any  action 
under  this  section  being  needed. 

I cannot  end  this  report  without  tendering  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Barwick  for  their  help  at  all  times  even 
though  their  own  work  grows  steadily  more  onerous. 

In  subsequent  pages  you  v/ill  find  such -details  and 
statistics  as  have  been  demanded  by  the  Ministry's  Circular 
2/50  quoted  above. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain  Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  ■ 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RICKx'^HD  V.  BRBV. 
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EXTEACTS  mOM  VITAL  STATISTICS « 


Live  Births. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

138 

144 

282 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

146 

149 

295 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population  = 17*3 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total . 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  of  Still  Births  per 

1,000  Births  = 

20*34 

Beaths  from  all  causes. 

Male. 

Female . 

Total . 

Ill 

98 

209 

Death  Rate  rer  1.000  Population  = 12*13 

Beaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

9 

2 

11 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

9 

2 

11 

Dseth  BatG  of  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Berths  iron  Measles  all  ages  = 0 . 

Beaxhs  iron  whooping  Cough  = 0 

Beaths  iron  Biarrhoea 

(onaer  2 years).  = 0 


Zjn-otic  Berth  Bate  per  1,000  Population 


0 


C.:US3S  OF  DULTHS  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YIiAR 

194^ 


Cerebro  - Spinp.l  Fever. 

Respiratory^  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculosis 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polio  Encephalitis 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and 
Oesophagus  (M)  Uterus  (P) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum 

Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 
System. 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformation 
Birth  Injuries  etc. 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  other  causes. 

Total 


Male . Female . Total 

“11 
2 4 ‘ 6 
1 “ 1 

1-1 

12  3 

7 6 13 

2 2 

13  6 19 

1-1 
11  18  29 

26  35  61 

4 3 7 

7 3 10 

5.  1 . 6 

112 
1-1 

2 2 4 

3 1 4 

- 1 1 

6 3 9 

4-4 
4-4 
2 - 2 

9 9 18 

111  98  209 


SULTRY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  COMPARED  WITH  1948. 


Estimated  Population  is  higher  bys  230 
Births  arc  lov/cr  by;-  27 

De-^ths  arc  higher  bys-  27 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Scarlet  Fever  10 

Measles  34 

V/ho oping  Cough  41 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Cerebro  - Spinal  Meningitis  1 

Pneumonia  9 

Acute  Polimoyelit is  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargia  1 

Erysipelas  1 

99 

r . 


Total:- 


Compp.red  with  a Total  of  410  in  1948 


Tuberculosis 


Cases  Notified 


Total  IDeaths. 


Respiratory 
Non  Respiratory 


25 

3 


5 

1 


28 


6 


DIPHTHlRIi.  IMTONIZITIONS. 


This  excellent  service  is  carried  out  as  in  the  past  and  is 
free  to  all  children  and  obtainable  either  from  the  family  Doctor 
up  to  the  age  of  5 years  or  from  the  School  Doctor  between  5 and 
15  years. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Immunization  is  helping  to  stamp  out 
Diphtheria.  It  is  now  a comparatively  rare  disease  in  this  area. 
I’ do  not  recall  any  notification  for  several  years  past. 

In  the  last  6 months  of  1949  Glutton  R.D.C*  area  had  90 
Primary  Immunizations  and  119  Reinforcing  Injections. 

I have  not  the  figure  for  the  first  6 months  but  they  would 
be  substantially  the  same. 


VhCClNDTIQN  (API INST  SMALL  POX) 


Only  18  babies  under  one  year  of  age  were  vaccinated. 

This  is  very  very  bad  and  the  lowest  but  three  of  all  the 
Rural  Districts  in  Somerset. 

The  risk  of  Small  Pox  outbreaks  is  always  present  in  this 
Co’untry  and  there  have  in  fact  been  several  such  in  the  recent 
past.  It  is  then  that  the  unvaccinated  rush  to  be  treated  at 
the  last  moment. 

All  parents  should  consider  it  their  duty  to  give  their 
children  this  protection  against  a particularly  loathsome  and 


deadly  disease 


WATZR  SUPPLY  DURING  1949- 


1.  (a)  Quality  has  been  satisfactory 

(b)  Quantity  has  not  been  so  due  to  the  drought  period. 

2.  Ixamir.'"-- tions  have  been  made  of  the  Rav/  Water  and  also  the 
Water  in  the  Piped  Supply.  Three  analyses  were  carried 
out  and  the  results  were  all  satisfactory. 

3.  There  is  no  Plumbo  Solvent  action  in  our  water. 

4»  There  has  been  no  contamination  of  supplies  and  no  action 
on  that  score  has  been  needed. 

5.  Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwellinghouscs  and  the 
rrumber  of  Population  supplied  from  Public  Mains 

(a)  Direct  to  house- 


are  contained  in  the  follov/ing  statement 
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1949  - WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


Parish 

1 No.  j 

! of  houses 

j 

Houses 

supplied 

Houses 

not 

supplied . 

Tnto  houses  } 

oy  standpipes 

CJFIPLPY 

i 

1 146 

127 

7 

12 

CHPLWOOD 

1 40 

18 

- 

22 

CHPvV  IvluGNL 

1 459 

184 

- 

275 

CHPW  ST OKI 

1 214 

132 

- 

82 

CHILCOiMPTON 

206 

185 

19 

2 

glutton 

342 

298 

38 

1 6 

COMPTON  iLiRTIN 

1 139 

60 

54  ■ 

25 

LIST  iLiRPTRPP 

1 172 

118 

'54 

p.:rI',iborough 

1 - 297 

247 

50  i 

PLRRINGTON  GURNPY 

196 

183 

13 

— 

HIGH  LITTLPTON 

1 315 

288 

27 

HINTON  BLFWPTT 

51 

16 

1 

35 

LITTON 

1 5^ 

24 

1 

27 

NPlvIPNPTT  . 

1 56 

16 

1 

1 

40 

NORTON  I/L/.LRZV/hRB 

1 55 

25 

I 

28 

PJ.ULTON 

1 893 

808 

85 

- 

PUBL07/ 

j 161 

120 

- 

41 

STINT ON  LRZW 

1 235 

180 

15 

40 

ST ON  PISTON 

1 149 

101 

12 

36 

ST0V,FY 

1 45 

5 

- 

40 

TIMSBURY 

1 525 

430 

92 

3 

U3LZY 

j 85 

39 

- 

46 

WIST  H/.RPTRZZ 

1 137 

53 

1 

I . . . 

84 

1 J — 

1 4967 

3657 

412 

898 

1 ‘ . 

IXTINSIONS  OH  IMPHOVIMINTS  OP  SUPPLIiiS  DURING-  THl 

3"  existing  nr.in  extended  from  Old  Mills  to  Boxbary  Hill, 
p?. alt  on,  Length  607  yords,  with  considerr.ble  improvement 
to  the  supply  to  Paulton  Parish. 

3"  Temporary  Water  Main  from  Meadgate  to  Hook  Timsbury  to 
link  up  with  Bathavon  R.P.C.  supply , increased  the  supplies 
to  "Simsbury  and  Parnborough  Parishes  during  the  extreme 
drought  period. 

PUTUPP  PROPOOLLS. 
oee  earlier  in  this  report. 


SFi/hOP  DISPOSAL. 

Zxtensions  New  Works  Improvement  during  the  year. 

extension  of  Pitwa/  Lane  Sewer  in  Parrington  Gurney  carried 
out  during  the  year  for  a distance  of  200  yards. 


8. 


Future  Proposals 


Parish  of  Paulton 


Proposed  sewer  to  connect  with  Bathavon  R.D.C.  extension 


sewer  at  Camerton. 

HOUSING. 

Permanent 

Permanent 

Conversion 

Houses  erected  ‘ 

In  course 

of  Plats  or 

during  year. 

of  erection. 

Dwellings . 

Local  Authority 

60 

22 

0 

Private  enterprise 

13 

16 

0 

Total:- 

73 

38  . 

0 

Grants  made  under  Housing  Act,  1949  for  conversion 
or  improvement  of  dwellings*-  NIL. 


Houses  Required.  The  sane  as  in  1948  say:-  400. 


Total  Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end 
of  the  year  = 920 

House  Letting  Comittee:  Continues  to  do  its  best  under  rather 
difficult  conditions,  lie  know  we  do  not  please  everybody  but 
we  do  at  all  times  try  to  be  fair  in  our  deliberations  and  to 
allocate  houses  to  those  applicants  we  consider  to  have  the 
greatest  need. 


MILK. 


(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Pams 
at  September  30th,  1949* 

(b)  Total  number  of  Retailers. 

(c)  N’umber  of  Producer  Retailers  included 
in  (b) 

(d)  N'ornber  of  Supplementary  Licenses  issued 
to  Dealers  v/hose  dairy  is  outside  the 
area. 


417 

91 

87 

NIL. 


The  -.vhcle  business  of  Milk  Production  and  Sale  both  by 
wholesale  and  retail  together  with  the  necessary  inspections, 
testings  etc.,  is  in  process  of  radical  change.  Powers  have 
been  re-allccated  to  new  authorities  and  completely  new 
seandards  of  rasterization,  Sterilization  etc.,  are  in  the 
effing . 


There  is  a marked  tendency  amongst  local  Milk  Farmers  to 
convere  their  herds  to  T.T.  standard  with  its  attractive 
increase  in  the  price  obtained  for  milk  of  this  designation. 

I suppose  it  is  all  to  the  good  though  I personally  have 
grave  doo.bts  rs  to  the  efficiency  of  the  existing  test. 

he  in  the  past  large  quantities  of  milk  arc  produced  in 
this  ^.re^  mostly  of  extremely  high  quality. 

There  has  been  a great  improvement  in  recent  years  in  the 
stand2-rd  of  B'uildings  and  Y^'rds  on  the  farms,  and  very  large 
numbers  now  hav/e  piped  -water  available  where  needed  as  also 
laid  on  to  drinking  troughs  in  the  fields.  The  old  stagnant 
and  filthy  ponds  are  rapidly  disappearrng . 
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No.  of  licenced  Houses  in  District 

" Registered  " " 

There  are  none  used  for  Horse  Slaughter  and  none  in  use 
by  Ministry  of  Pood. 

RIVIR  PCLLUTION. 

Gases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

2 cases  of  Pollution  of  Hrook  by  Colliery  Washing  Plant  were 
dealt  with.  Improvements  were  made  in  the  plant  in  both  cases. 

There  is  still  gross  pollution  of  our  rivers,  streams  and 

brooks  by  house  drains,  overflov/ing  cesspits  and  the  dumping 
of  bucket  contents  upon  the  banks. 

As  the  population  grows  and  more  and  more  houses  are 
built  this  condition  tends  to  incrcf^se  rather  than  decrease. 

Only  the  provision  of  r complete  sewerage  scheme  will 
finally  solve  this  trouble. 

POOD  POISONING. 

There  have  been  no  serious  outbreaks  anywhere  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  is 
attached. 
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Temple  Cloud, 

17th  March,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Glutton  Rural  District  Council. 


Ml'.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  to  you  my  twelth  annual  report  and  summary  of  the 
sanitary  conditions  and  work  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department  for  the 
year  ended  3l3t  December  1949. 


NOTICES 

36  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  upon  owners  or  occupiers  requiring 
th.m  to  abate  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  found  in  connection  with 
dwelling  houses.  3 Statutory  Notices  were  served  on  the  owners  to  abate 
nuisances  which  secured  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances  concerned. 

^ nuisances 

The  ruumber  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  or  ascertainirg 
t::e  existence  of  nuisances  was  94. 

113  Nuisances  were  discovered  and  the  following  gives  particulars. 

NUISANCES  ABATED 


Choked  drains  , Gullies  etc 29 

Defective  drains 13 

Cesspools,  defective  and  overflowing 41 

Dampness,  due  to  defective  roofs,  walls  etc........ 5 

Defective,  foul  and  insanitary  W.C.  pedestals 1 

Defective  eaves  troughs. 2 

P:..l  condition  of  water  course 1 

D-.  icCtive  roofs 5 

Tepcsio  of  filth 4 

Tcfiotive  pail  closets 4 

Defective  floors  and  stairs 1 

H-use  overcrowded 2 

fcefective  sink  waste  pipes 5. 


HOUSING _IN S^C n ON  AND  CLEARiJ^CE  AREAS 

--loheugh  the  work  of  housing  inspection  and  clearance  areas  under  the 
Hveusir.g  Acts  is  still  suspended  considerable  work  has  been  done  to  obtain 
improved  housing  conditions.  16  Cottages  and  1 agricultur-al  cottage 
have  been  repaired  and  modernised  with  new  W.C.,  Water  supplies  etc.- 
or: Tided  during  the  year. 

WATER  3A171PLES 

T'uring  the  year  11  routine  samples  were  taken  from  various  supplies 
an:'  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  of  the  Public  Health  laboratory 
S rvice,  Ta'unton  with  the  result  that  4 samples  were  found  to  be 
so tisf actory , 1 not  quite  satisfactory  and  6 unsatisfactory. 

The  Townsend  East  Harptree  Springs  delivered  water  of  a satisfactory 
duality  during  the  year.  The  Chlorinating  rlants  at  Pitt  Farm  Reservoir 
a:‘-d  at"  Townsend  East  Harptree  Pumping  Station  still  continue  to  give 
satisfactory  results.  The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Downside 
Authorities  proved  on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory  on  each  of  the  3 

Turing:  the  year  supplies  from,  the  Townsend  Springs  began  to  diminish 
rapidly  commencing  on  the  Sth  of  duly  and  enaing  oi.  the  24th  of  October. 
For  the  ^ir-tst  turns  since  the  inauguration  of  the  East  Harptree  Supply 
■bi—  rcT/.nsend  spring  failed  completely  and  considerable  excavation  was 

P.T.C. 
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cGssary  to  follow  the  receding  supply  from  this  spring.  It  became  ^ 
>:c-ces33ry  to  pump  water  from  Ham  Spring,  Shrowle  in  order  to  augment  the 

I owns end  supply.  This  spring  proved  of  considerable  assistance  in 
maintaining  the  supply  throughout  the  district.  The  total  rainfall  for 
the  year  was  34.29  ins.  as  against  an  average  of  41  ins.  for  the  previous 
five  years.  With  respect  to  the  Downside  Scheme,  the  supply  was  reduced 
very  greatly  in  volume,  the  figures  being  343>000  gallons  daily  in  June 
to  50,000  gallons  daily  in  the  beginning  of  October.  The  hours  of  supply 
at  one  time  had  to  be  reduced  to  4 hours  per  day.  Considerable  relief 
was  obtained  by  a supply  of  water  which  was  afforded  by  the  Bathavon 
Rural  District  Council  at  Meadgate,  Timsbury  on  the  27th  of  September. 

This  supply  relieved  the  shortage  in  the  Timsbury  and  Parmborough  areas 
during  the  worst  period  of  the  drought.  The  electric  pump  at  Coley  was 
used  continuously  to  augment  the  Downside  supply  during  the  drought. 

Continuing  the  scheme  for  augmenting  the  Downside  Supply,  a 3"  dia. 
main  was  laid  to  connect  the  end  of  the  main  at  Old  Mills, .Paulton  to 
the  end  of  the  main  at  Boxbury  Hill,  a length  of  610  yards  of  main  being 
provided.  This  afforded  much  better  supplies  to  the  village  of  Paulton. 

SCAVENGIHG  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

luring  the  year  this  work  was  transferred  from  the  private  contractors 
to  the  British  Road  Transport.  The  system  of  weekly  removal  of  all 
classes  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  and  the 
number  of  complaints  received  has  been  very  small. 

DISIHFECTIOH  OF  HOUSES 

47  inquiries  were  made  upon  removal  of  the  patients  to  hospital  anc 
also  after  notification.  21  Rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year,  11 
of  which  were  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  and  10  after  Tuberculo- 

o -L  o 

PETROLEUM  ACT  1928 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  74  licences  held  under  this  Act, 

64  for  storing  petrol  and . 10  for. storing  carbide. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES 

Considerable  attention  has  again  been  paid  to  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
in  the  district  during 'the  year  with  the  result  that  10  new  cowsheds  and 

II  new  dairies'have  been  erected.  5 existing  cowsheds  and  3 dairies  have 
teen  remodelled.'  12  farmyards  have  been  concreted  and  a water  supply  to 
one  farm  has  also  been  provided. 

' ■ BUILDIHG  LICENSING  ' 

During  the  year  . 1949,  49  building  licences  amounting  to  £14,679  were 
issued  for  repairs,  alterations  and  maintenance  to  houses  and  other 
buildings  in  the  district.  No  application  for  licence  was  refused.  25 
Building  licences  to  erect  new  houses  amounting  to  £32,072  were  issued 
and  1 supplementary  licence  for  a new  house  amounting  to  £280  was  also 
issued.  20  "M"  permits  for  steel  were  issued. 

MILK  AND  D AIRIES 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  which  came  into  operation  on 
th-,  1st  October  last  only  require  the  Council  now  to  be  responsible  for 
th’^  ref?istration  of  all  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  milk  distributor, 
ard  of'^all  dairy  premises  other  than  dairy  farms  in  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  ol  milk  distributors  in  this 
district  was  4 and  the  number  of  Dealers  licences  authorising  the  special 
d rignation  Tuberculin  Tested  was  3- 

MT3_AND__MCE 

Luring  the  year  a pai  Rodent  Operator  was  engaged  to  carry  out 

provisions  of  the  Inf^.station  Order  1943  for  one  week  per  month. 

S-r/'-.ys  v/ere  carried  out  in  the-  following  Parishes:-  Cameley,  Pensford, 
>^ten,  High  Littleton,  Paulton,  Hallatrow  a.id  Temple  Cloud.  The  total 
j - V.-r  of  p^^omises  sui-veyod  w.as  204,  97  of  which  were  found  to  be 
i-*  :jtod.  97  premises  w'ero  poison  baited  and  .,39  bodies  were  recovered. 

'ir. ' ij  of  course  not  representing  the  total  cumber  of  rats  destroyed 
r died  in  inaccessible  positions.  The  to",al  destroyed  can  be 

••.-'<*d  to  be  times  the  number  of  bodies  recovered.  The  sewers  in 
• , Compton  Martin  and  Timsbury  havt  been  tested  and  baited  for  rats. 
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V/ork  under  this  heading  is  continuing. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


No  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
the  year. 


BAKEHOUSES 


during 


There  are  14  on  the  Register  and  no  underground  Bakehouse  exists  in 
y our  are  a . 

These  premises  are  periodically  inspected.  On  the  whole  these 
premises  are  kept  in  very  good  condition  and  lime  washed  as  required  by 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

SURVEYORS  REPORT 

143  Flans  were  submitted  during  the  year,  144  of  which  were  approved 
and  4 disapproved  by  your  Council.  The  Plans  were  principally  for  37 
new  houses  and  bungalows,  agricultural  buildings  and  for  temporary 
buildings . 

13  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  after  building  licences 
were  obtained.  16  new  houses  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 


J C.  cl  i . 

148  inspections  were  made  during  the  progress  of  building  operations 
at  houses,  works  and  other  types  of  buildings  for  the  purposeof  testing 
and  approving  drains,  damp  courses,  foundations  etc... 

. FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 

^ During  the  year  1949,  909  tins  of  foodstuffs  weighing  850|  lbs,  31li 
lbs  of  other  foodstuffs,  682  lbs  of  beef,  469  lbs  of  bacon  and  54  lbs  of 
liver,  lungs  Eind  head  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the 
owners  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  These  figures  were  made 
up  as  follows 

10  lbs  Creund  Almond;  lOi  lbs  Mixed  Spice;  171  lbs  Sago;  36  lbs 
Oatmeal;  84  lbs  Fish. 

726  tins  Evaoorated  Milk,  llO'f  lbs;  6 tins  Pilchards,  58  Ihs ; 9 tins 

Salmon,  4 lbs;  1 tin  Smoked  Vifhiting,  i lb ; 8 tins  Beans,  54  lbs;  8 

tins  Peas,  &i  lbs;  1 tin  Crape  Fruit,  li  lbs;  8 tins  Crapes,  15  lbs; 

2 tins  Marmalade,  4 lbs;  3 tins  Tomatoes,  6|  lbs;  5 tins  Meat  Soup, 
lbs;  87  tins  Peaches,  565|-  lbs;  2 tins  Meat  and  Veg.  Stew,  3f  lbs; 

1 tin  Ham  Loaf,  i lb;  1 tin  Meat  Luncheon  f lb;  8 tins  Veal  Loaf, 

5-i-  lbs;  9 tins  Corned  Beef,  59  IDs;  14  tins  Pork  and  Cravy,  25  lbs; 

2 tins  Tongue,  12  lbs;  2 tins  Plums,  2 lbs;  5 tins  Brisling,  li  lbs. 


FOOD  ADD  DRUCS  ACT.  1Q46-SECTI0N  14 . ICE  CREAM 
- accordance  with  the  above  regulations,  28  premises  were  inspected 
r acclicatiors  had  been  made  by  the  occupiers  for  use  in  retailing 
cream.  The  premises  were  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  27 
nces  'were  issued. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Centlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

E . Shaw 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Building  Surveyor 
and  V/ater  Engineer. 
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